[Bacterial endotoxins: a pathogenic factor in asthma?].
Though the house dust mite allergen is considered as one of the most important factors in perennial asthma, several observations suggest that it could be but one of several factors leading to asthma. Exposure to bacterial endotoxins has been associated with some occupational chronic obstructive bronchial diseases. In the present work, endotoxins were measured in the house dust, and observations of the skin and bronchial challenge tests as well epidemiological studies suggest that they play a role in asthma.